Personal Accountability to the Body of Christ

Knowing the need to be personally encouraged by other Christians because of the “deceitfulness of sin”; (Heb 3:13) and…
Knowing that one of the purposes of the body of Christ in this life is for members to “admonish one another”; (Col 3:16; Rom 15:14) and…

Knowing that if I fall into sin, I need mature brothers and sisters who know of the situation to gently and lovingly restore me to repentance (Gal 6:1); and…

Knowing that I need other Christians to encourage me to live a loving and obedient life in Christ (Heb 10:24); and…
Knowing that if I sin, I may need a fellow Christian to talk with me personally in order to help me realize the destructiveness of sin and the need to repent; and, if I refuse to listen, to bring other Christians to talk with me; and if I still refuse to listen, to ask the Church to try to help me see the seriousness of my sin; and, if I still refuse to listen, to even remove me from the fellowship of the Church (Matthew 18:15-17); and…
Knowing that if I have done something to hurt another brother or sister in Christ, that person has a Christ-given responsibility to come talk with me about it (Matthew 5:23-24); and…

Knowing that if I become involved in sin, and refuse to repent of sin, I can bring reproach to the church and to the name of Christ (Proverbs 14:34); and…

Knowing that it is the responsibility of other members of the church to judge my behavior if I become involved in any sin that can bring reproach to the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 5:12); and…

Knowing that it is my responsibility to be submitted to other members of the body of Christ (Ephesians 5:21); and…
Knowing that if I become involved in sin and refuse to repent, I can be guilty of encouraging other Christians to become involved in sin as well (1 Corinthians 5:6)…
I hereby submit myself to my brothers and sisters in Christ, requesting that they lovingly encourage and admonish me as necessary in order to encourage me to live Godly in Christ Jesus and to repent of any sin that I might fall into. I agree that if I refuse to repent, that they should ask others to encourage me as well. If I continue to refuse to listen after reasonable and prayerful attempts have been made to bring me to repentance, I request that I be removed from the fellowship of the church as a powerful and most loving attempt to communicate to me the seriousness and destructiveness of sin.
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Relevant Scripture Passages

 “ But exhort [ admonish; urge; warn; encourage] one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” (Heb 3:13 KJV)

“ And let us consider one another to provoke [stimulate; stir up; motivate] unto love and to good works:” (Heb 10:24 KJV)
 “ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” [Original New Testament Greek manuscripts had no punctuation at all. Some translators place a period after “richly”, remove the semi-colon after “wisdom”, and place a period after “one another.”] (Col 3:16 KJV) 
 “ Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness [gentleness]; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.” (Ga 6:1 KJV)

 “15 ¶  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother. 16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man [pagan, unbeliever] and a publican [tax collector—the Jews of that time withdrew themselves from and had no dealings or social relationships with pagans or tax collectors].” (Mt 18:15-17 KJV)

  “ For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?” [The Greek and the context of this passage imply that it IS our responsibility to make judgmental decisions about the behavior of people in the church who refuse to repent. The New Living Translation reads: “it certainly is your responsibility to judge those inside the church who are sinning.”] (1Co 5:12 KJV)

 “23  Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24  Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.” (Mt 5:23-24 KJV)

“And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.” (Ro 15:14 KJV)

 “Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.” (Eph 5:21 KJV)

 “Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any people.” (Pr 14:34 KJV)

 “ Your glorying [boasting] is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump?” (1Co 5:6 KJV)
