Jesus—Just a
“Good Man?”

Some people try to claim that Jesus was a “good man"—maybe the best man who ever lived.
They may say He was a great prophet and a great teacher and moral leader. But they have a
major problem. The same manuscripts that contain His great moral teaching, also contain
quotes like these:

"But that ye may know that the Son of man hath poyen earth to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick
of the palsy,) | say unto thee, Arise, and takéhypcouch, and go into thine house.” (Luke 5:24)

"And | give unto them eternal life; and they shadler perish, neither shall any man pluck themadut
my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greatan all; and no man is able to pluck them out gf m
Father's hand. | and my Father are one." (John 883D)

"Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say urta,yBefore Abraham was, | am." (John 8:58)
"But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Aganhigh priest asked him, and said unto him, Art

thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed? And Jemids | am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitimg
the right hand of power, and coming in the cloulseaven." (Mark 14:61-62)

This “dilemma” caused the great Christian writer, C.S. Lewis, to write:

"l am trying here to prevent anyone saying the Iyefolish thing that people often say about Hirm'
ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher| Bah't accept His claim to be God.' That is time o
thing we must not say. A man who was merely a mdrsaid the sort of things Jesus said would nat be
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic-a level with the man who says he is a poachgd eg
-or else he would be the devil of hell. You mudtemebur choice. Either this man was, and is, the &o
God: or else a madman or something worse. You leahkim for a fool, you can spit at Him and Kill

Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and e Lord and God. But let us not come with any
patronizing nonsense about His being a great huteaoher. He has not left that open to us. He did no
intend to." (Mere Christianity, pp. 55-56)




